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Kieslowski on Kieslowski. Ed. Danusia Stok. Boston: Faber and Faber, 1993. 268 PP
Iustrations. Index. Filmography. $22.95, hard bound. P

Back in 1991, Faber and Faber published the complete script of Krzysztof Kieslowski’s
Decalogue, a book of interest to screenwriters exclusively. The 1993 autobiographical
Kieslowski on Kieslowski, based on a number of interviews with writer and filmmaker
Danusia Stok, addresses wider audiences. Because it is distributed through the network
of academic bookstores, however, it will reach mostly students of film. It will be an
important addition to their bookshelves—the way Andrzej Wajda's Double Vison (1989)
has been.

Kieslowski on Kieslowski is a timely publication, appearing at a moment of booming
interest in Kieslowski’s work. All his later features—Polish-made Decalogue (1988), as
well as the French productions, Double Life of Veronique (1991) and Three Colors (Blue,
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White, Red) (1993/94)—enjoyed wide international acclaim. Also earlier films like Cam-
era Buff (1979), Blind Chance (1981) and No End (1984) were recently released and are
available in American video distribution.

In his book, Kieslowski claims that in 1988, the year of a crucial shift in his work,
he observed “a general uncertainty in the world at large” and “mutual indifference
behind polite smiles.” He realized that many people “didn’t really know why they were
living.” Ever since then he has been concerned about the “powers which meddle with
our fate, which push us one way or another,” and he is trying to understand “the
commanding dictums” of morality and destiny. And since then he has been trying to
film what is hardest to film: “the realm of superstitions, fortune-telling, presentiments,
intuition, dreams.”

His explorations of this realm bear attractive and fascinating subtlety. Working
lately in a firmly set team that includes co-script writer Krzysztof Piesiewicz, camera-
man Slawomir Idziak and composer Zbigniew Preisner, Kieslowski is the most suc-
cessful survivor of the troubled Polish film industry during times of market transitions.
He knows how to secure foreign funding and wider exposure for his films, and refers
to his absence from Poland as a “transit.” His book reveals how he succeeds: by soberly
estimating the legacy of existence under communism and by mastering the art of
compromise without renouncing his core credo.

Realizing that Americans do not understand the ending of Veronique, he reshot a
special version for them, a clearer one. He confesses also to other, smaller or bigger,
compromises, and he does so with dignity and pragmatism. The fact that he does not
succumb to a cheap temptation to glorify himself as an unyielding fighter of repres-
siveness and ignorance is to be appreciated. He chooses to reflect on things in their

.complexity and ambiguity.

Born in Warsaw in 1941, Kieslowski tells the story of his childhood, of his years
f apprenticeship at the Lodz film school, of his extensive experience in documenta-
lies—a path followed by a great many Polish filmmakers and one which directly in-
fRuenced his later approach to feature film. His Workers °71 (1971) and From a Night
Povter’s Point of View (1978) document his well balanced antitotalitarianism. He ac-
knowledges his even-tempered attitude to his teacher Zanussi, who let him run the
TOR film unit, and to others belonging to the cinema of moral anxiety: Agnieska

Holland, Felix Flak, Janus Kijowki.

It is difficult not to be a dissident without gradually turning into a conformist.
Kieslowski, however, has not become one. He is not inclined to overestimate his re-
sistance to censorship and he is cautious about making strong statements regarding
his political commitment. Rather he is preoccupied with the difficulties people ex-
perience in adjusting to postcommunist reality. Under communism, “choices were
pretty simple.” Today, however, censorship has been transformed from a clearly iden-
tifiable mechanism of repression into a vague and overwhelming device with a missing
operator: “We're allowed to say everything now but people have stopped caring what
we're allowed to say.”

Kieslowski began as another member of that fine Polish school of filmmaking
committed to.exploring the fragile boundary between morality and politics. After 1988
he ascended to abstract and painfully beautiful enigmatic depictions of the most pro-
found conundrums of humanity—identity, love, death, destiny. Kieslowski on Kieslowski
reflects the important presence of the director in humanity’s discourse in these times
of uncertainty and anxiety.

DiNA IOrRDANOVA
University of Texas, Austin



EDITOR
ELLioTT MOSSMAN

ASSOCIATE EDITOR, JEAN GURLEY
BOOKS EDITORS
BEN EKLOF, INDIANA UNIVERSITY
CATHERINE ALBRECHT, UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE
FILM EDITOR, SVETLANA BOYM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ASSISTANT EDITORS, BRONWYN GURLEY, ELENA COLER, and RICHARD FROST

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS

GORrDANA KosTIC TAMARA ORZHEKHOVSKY
EDITORIAL BOARD

History

Laura Engelstein, Princeton University ® Boris Mironov, Institute of Russian History,

St. Petersburg ® Norman Naimark, Stanford University ® Nancy Shields Kollmann, St_anfo?'d

University ® Ronald G. Suny, University of Michigan ® Roman Sz.porlu.k, H_arvard University

® Gale Stokes, Rice University ® Richard S. Wortman, Columbia University

Literature & Linguistics

Caryl Emerson, Princeton University ® Viacheslav Ivanov, Moscow University & UCLA o
Gary Saul Morson, Northwestern University ® Stephanie Sandler, Amherst College

Social Sciences

Donna Bahry, Vanderbilt University ® Mark R. Beissinger, University of Wisconsin ®
Ellen T. Comisso, University of California, San Diego ® Mary McAuley, Oxford University
Brian D. Silver, Michigan State University ® Katherine M. Verdery, Johns Hopkins
University

The editors assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made by contributors.

Slavic Review (formerly The American Slavic and East European Review) is published quarterly by the American
Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Inc., and is sent to all Association members. Members also
receive the AAASS Newsletter. Membership is open to individuals interested in Slavic studies and study of the
non-Slavic peoples of eastern Europe and Eurasia. Applications are accepted by the AAASS, Jordan Quad/
Acacia, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305.4130; (415) 723-9668.

Membership dues: salary $10,000-19,999—$25.00; $20,000-29,999—$35.00: $30,000-39,999—$45.00; $40,000-
49,999—$55.00; $50,000-59,999—$65.00; more than $60,000—$75.00. Joint members with one subscription to
Slavic Review, add $15.00 10 dues of higher paid member. Dues for students or those with salaries under $10,000
are $20.00. Subscriptions without membership are $50.00. Single current issues and back issues to subscribers
are $15.00; for members, $10.00 each. For overseas postage, please add $6.00; for Canada, add $5.00. Corre-
spondence regarding membership, subscriptions, changes of address or items for the Newsletter should he sent
to the AAASS headquarters at Stanford,

Articles, books for review, and correspondence concerning editorial matters or advertising should be sent to
Slavic Review, 636 Williams Hall, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6305. Building address is
36th & Spruce Streets. Telephone: 215-898-8096; FAX: 215.898.2998. E-mail: slavrev@sas.upenn.cdu. Technical
requirements for manuscript submissions may be found at the end of the advertising section.

Published by the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Inc. Text set in Baskerville by
Automated Composition Service, Inc., Lancaster, PA. Printed by Science Press, Ephrata, PA. Second-class
postage paid at Palo Alto, CA and additional mailing office. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 10 AAASS,
Jordan Quad/Acacia, 125 Panama Street, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305-4130.

Copyright © 1995 Slavic Review: ISSN 0037-6779 by the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic
Studies, Inc. Permission to reproduce must generally be obtained from the Association's office. Copying is
permitted in accordance with the fair use guidelines of the US Copyright Act of 1976. The Association permits
the following additional educational uses without permission or payment of fees: academic libraries may place
materials from Slavic Review on reserve (in multiple photocopied or electronically retrievable form) for students
enrolled in specific courses; teachers may reproduce or have reproduced multiple copies (in photocopied or
electronic form) for students in their courses. Those wishing to reproduce material from Slavic Review
other purpose (general distribution, advertising or promotion, creating new collective w
obtain permission from the Association.

for any
orks, resale, etc.) must



lavic I%view

AMERICAN QUARTERLY OF RUSSIAN, EURASIAN AND
EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES

VOLUME 54 NUMBER 1 ® SPRING 1995

CONTRIBUTORS

ARTICLES
Party Revivalism and the Death of Stalin
YORAM GORLIZKI

Lenin and the Law in Revolutionary Russia
JANE BURBANK

Russian Ethnographers in the Service of Empire, 1856-1862
CATHERINE B. CLAY

Parallel Lives: Gogol”s Biography and Mass Readership in
Late Imperial Russia
STEPHEN MOELLER-SALLY

Soviet and Russian Relations with Foreign Corporations: The
Case of Gold and Diamonds
DANIEL R. KEMPTON WITH RICHARD M. LEVINE

COMMENT

Should Transitologists Be Grounded?
VALERIE BUNCE

ART REVIEWS

“The Russian Stravinsky,” Brooklyn Academy of Music (Anna
A. Tavis)

Repin Retrospective, Tretiakov Gallery (Elizabeth Kridl
Valkenier)

viii

23

45

62

80

111

128

130



BOOK REVIEWS
Ingrao, Charles W., The Habsburg Monarch, 1618-1815 (John P.
Spielman)

Szabo, Franz A.]., Kaunitz and Enlightened Absolutism, 1753-
1780 (Charles Ingrao)

Barany, Zoltan D., Soldiers and Politics in Eastern Europe 1945-
90: The Case of Hungary (Peter Pastor)

Blanke, Richard, Orphans of Versailles: The Germans in Western
Poland, 1918-1939 (Ronald Smelser)

Jarausch, Konrad H., The Rush to German Unity (Michael
Bernhard)

Ammer, Thomas and Hans-Joachim Memmler, eds.,
Staatssicherheit in Rostock: Zielgruppen, Methoden, Auflosung
(Arthur B. Gunlicks)

Wedel, Janine R., ed., The Unplanned Society: Poland During and
After Communism (Louisa Vinton)

Pagel, Jurgen, Polen und die Sowietunion, 1938-1939 (Anna M.
Cienciala)

Silberfarb, Moses, The Jewish Ministry and Jewish National
Autonomy in Ukraine (Paul Radensky)

Chrislock, C. Winston, Charles Jonas (1840-1896): Czech
National Liberal, Wisconsin Bourbon Democrat (Bruce M.
Garver)

Lieven, Anatol, The Baltic Revolution: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
and the Path to Independence (Anthony Rhinelander)

Motyl, Alexander J., Dilemmas of Independence: Ukraine after
Totalitarianism (Paul A. Goble)

Zipperstein, Steven J., Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha’Am and the
Origins of Zionism (John M. Efron)

Mendelsohn, Ezra, On Modern Jewish Politics (Michael Brenner)

Splichal, Slavko, Media Beyond Socialism: Theory and Practice in
East-Central Europe (Michael David Hazen)

Ramet, Sabrina Petra, ed., Rocking the State: Rock Music and
Politics in Eastern Europe and Russia (Greg Gaut)

Funk, Nanette and Magda Mueller, eds., Gender Politics and
Post-Communism: Reflections from Eastern Europe and the
Former Soviet Union (Norma C. Noonan)

Teich, Mikulas and Roy Porter, eds., The National Question in
Europe in Historical Context (Gary B. Cohen)

134

134

136

137

138

139

140

142

143

144

145

147

147
149

150

151

152

153



Gilbert, Martin, Atlas of Russian History, 2nd ed. (Jonathan W.
Daly & Sergei Maksudov)

Nove, Alec, ed., The Stalin Phenomenon (Lars T. Lih)

Brandes, Detlef, Von den Zaren adoptiert: Die deutschen Kolonisten
und die Balkansiedler in Neurufland und Besssarabien, 1751-
1914 (Edgar Melton)

Miller, Philip E., Karaite Separatism in Nineteenth-Century Russia:
Joseph Solomon Lutski’s “Epistle of Israel’s Deliverance
(Benjamin Nathans)

Worobec, Christine D., Peasant Russia: Family and Community in
the Post-Emancipation Period (Andrejs Plakans)

Frierson Cathy A,, ed. and trans., Aleksandr Nikolaevich
Engelgardt’s Letters from the Country, 1872-1887 (Bruce F.
Adams)

Bokhanov, Aleksandr N., Krupnaia burzhuaziia Rossii: konets
XIX v.-1914 g. (Thomas C. Owen)

Ragsdale, Hugh, ed. and trans., Imperial Russian Foreign Policy
(William Richardson)

Davies, R.W., Mark Harrison and S.G. Wheatcroft, eds., The
Economic Transformation of the Soviet Union, 1913-1945
(Holland Hunter)

Brumfield, William Craft and Blair A. Ruble, eds., Russian
Housing in the Modern Age: Design and Social History (Wendy
R. Salmond)

Miiller, Eberhard and Hans-Henning Schréder, comps. and
trans., Partei, Staat und Sovelgesellschaft: Sozialgeschichtliche
Aspekte politischer Macht, Dokumente 1917-41 (Hiroaki
Kuromiya)

Kaple, Deborah, Dream of a Red Factory: The Legacy of High
Stalinism in China ( John Evans)

Shipman, Charles, It had To Be Revolution: Memoirs of an
American Radical (Michael Gelb)

Tropp, Eduard A., Viktor Ya. Frenkel and Artur D. Chernin,
Alexander A. Friedmann: The Man Who Made the Universe
Expand (Karl Hufbauer)

Jakobson, Michael, Origins of the GULAG: The Soviet Prison
Camp System 1917-1934 (Peter H. Solomon, Jr.)

Drachman, Edward R., Challenging the Kremlin: The Soviet Jewish
Movement for Freedom, 1967-1990 (Theodore H. Friedgut)

Dunlop, John B., The Rise of Russia and the Fall of the Soviet
Empire (Stephen White)

173
174

177

178

179

180

181

182

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

192

193



